
9. ARCHIVE STAGE

9.1. Overview. The Archive stage is the end of the system life

cycle. The activities of this stage ensure the orderly
termination of the system, and preserve vital information about
the system so that some or.all of it may be reactivated in the
future if necessary. Particular emphasis is given to proper
preservation of the data processed by the system, so that the
data is effectively migrated to another system or archived for
potential future access. The most significant activities of this
stage include:

o Preparing a Disposition Plan addressing how the various
components of the system (software, data, hardware,
communications, and documentation) are to be archived or
transferred to other systems.

o Establishing permanent archival storage of the data
(and/or transferring the data to another system), and of
software essential to access the data in the future.

o Preparing a System Disposition Report, noting the actual
disposition of all system components so that they may be
easily found in the future, if needed.

The Archive stage preserves information not only about the
current production system, but also about the evolution of the
system through its life cycle. In conducting the Archive stage,
several items are of particular note:

o All known users should be informed of the decision to
terminate operation of the system before the actual
termination date.

o Although the current system may be terminated, in many
cases the data will continue to be used through other
systems. The specific processing logic used to transfer
the data to another system is developed as part of the
data conversion planning for that system.

o In some instances, software may be transferred to a
replacement system. For example, a component of the
current system may become a component of the replacement
system without significant rewriting of programs.

o Effective reactivation of the system in the future will
depend heavily on having complete documentation. It is
generally advisable to archive all documentation,
including the life cycle products generated during the
earliest stages of the life cycle (e.g., System
Concept), as well as the documentation for users and for
operation and maintenance personnel.
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9.2 Detailed Description. A detailed description of the Archive
7-stage is presented in the following exhibits:

Exhibit 9-1 Archive Stage Overview
Exhibit 9-2 Archive Stage Objectives
Exhibit 9-3 Archive Stage Decisions
Exhibit 9-4 Archive Stage Activities
Exhibit 9-5 Archive Stage Roles and Responsibilities
Exhibit 9-6 Product: System Disposition Report
Exhibit 9-7 Product: Project Management Plan
Exhibit 9-8 Product: Data Management Plan

outlines of all products are presented in Appendix B.

Several products of the Archive stage are listed in Exhibit
9-1, but are not described in detail. They are:

Product Contents

Archived/Incorporated Data A copy of the final
version of the
Production Data Base
(see Exhibit 6-7)

.Archived/Incorporated Software A copy of the software
portions of the final
version of the
Production System (see
Exhibit 6-6)

Archived/Incorporated Life Cycle Copies of the final
Products versions of all other

life cycle products.
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